
A Letter to Prospective Majors 
 
 
Congratulations on being admitted to Keene State 
College. If you have not been admitted yet, 
congratulations for selecting one of the most 
outstanding teacher preparation programs in New 
England. We would like to take advantage of this 
opportunity to welcome you and acquaint you with 
our recently developed programs in General 
Science. 
 
In the year 2001, the government announced that 
we had reached a crisis point in the US regarding the ability of
science. Partially as a result of this recognized national need, t
Drs. Jean, Harkay, and Wolf, were granted nearly one third of 
National Science Foundation to develop a program in General 
of the core courses, Web of Science and Phenomenal Science 
letter are some students engaged in the hands-on, inquiry based
course develop and taught by Dr. Harkay. He has also written 
textbook used in this course at Keene State and other schools. 
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biology, and chemistry are also taught in new facilities with comfortable seating, 
functional cabinetry and tables, and state of the art multimedia/technology in every room. 
In addition to the new facilities, students cite the breadth of courses as a primary reason 
they chose this major. 
 
We feel that the strengths of the program are breadth and teaching methodology. The 
Program Director, Dr. Sally Jean is not only a chemist, but also a member of the 
education faculty, allowing for a smooth interface between education and science 
courses. For the most part, classes are small, with an upper limit of about 16 in the Web 
and Phenomenal courses. The mathematics prerequisites have been held to a minimum 
(see planning sheets and required courses in the catalog links). 
 
All of our majors receive a great deal of mentoring and one-on-one contact. Keene State 
has a tradition of this approach and the faculty make themselves available to students. 
The number of majors is relatively small at this point (about 20-30) and each and every 
major receives a great deal of personal attention. We value our major and our students 
and hope you will get to know all of us. We try to maintain ties with graduates, including 
access to the resource room (see the link to Outreach and Resources on the main page), 
maintained by Dr. Jean. 
 
Hopefully, you will feel the urge to improve the sate of 
science teaching in grades K-8. Well-paying jobs 
abound (see links to State Departments of Education on 
the links page). You will be filling a huge gap in the 
American educational system. We are lagging behind 
other countries and need to reestablish our claim to 
science literacy and restore the enthusiasm for science 
in our youth. You will probably find that, upon 
accepting your first job, you will probably be asked to 
play a leadership role as science coordinator, etc. and 
your special skills will be rewarded. 

 

 
If you find this option attractive please feel free to 
contact Drs. Jean ( sjean@keene.edu), Harkay 
(rharkay@keene.edu) or Wolf (fwolf@keene.edu). We 
hope to see you on campus! 
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