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Dear Readers,

On behalf of the Keene State College Music Department, I’d like to welcome you to the fourth 
KSC Music News. We hope this issue of our newsletter finds you well.

This past year, Keene State College celebrated the centennial anniversary of its founding as 
Keene Normal School in 1909. The Music Department proudly served the college and com-
munity by hosting several official Centennial Celebration events, including “Inspired by Kad-
dish” with the Theatre and Dance Department, “An Evening of John Philip Sousa” with guest 
conductor Keith Brion and the KSC Concert Band, and the very festive “Alumni Jazz Reunion” 
during Alumni Reunion Weekend. For our participation in these events, the Department 
would like to especially thank Nona Fienberg, Eleanor VanderHaegen, Bill Menezes, Barbara 
Hamel, Jim Chesebrough, Elaine Ginsberg, Craig Sylvern, B.J. Thomas, Don Baldini, Bill Pardus, 
Doug Nelson, Keith Brion, and Kay MacLean. Congratulations and thanks, too, must go to 
many KSC Music students – past and present – for making these great events come to life!

The academic year 2009-10 is an important one, too, for the life of the Department. In prepara-
tion for a national accreditation review by the National Association of Schools of Music, we are 
undertaking a top-to-bottom evaluation of our curricula, facilities, and services. Keene State 
College is the only public liberal arts college in northern New England to receive full accredita-
tion for its music program from this prestigious association. We’re very much looking forward to 
demonstrating the strengths of our programs, as well as learning how to improve our Depart-
ment and better serve the needs of our students, campus, and community. When our reviewers 
arrive, they’ll find a thriving and ambitious Music Department that takes best advantage of its 
resources to educate its students to be leaders in the arts and education.

With 60-70 events per year, KSC Music is the Monadnock Region’s leader in the performing  
arts programming – please join us for one of our student recitals, faculty recitals, and fine  
student ensemble concerts. Visit http://music.keene.edu/about_events.html, or  
http://www.keene.edu/racbp/events_all.html for information about upcoming events.  
Look for us in The Keene Sentinel, too!

Our Spring 2010 calendar is marked by a number of special events (see page 10). For our partici-
pation in these special events, we would like to especially thank Chris Swist, John Boudler, Craig 
Sylvern, Barbara Hamel, Heather Teed, Jim Chesebrough, and the Redfern Arts Center staff.

Finally, I’d like to take a moment for a note of special welcome to Professors Heather Gilligan  
(Music Theory and Composition) and Sandra Howard (Music Education). They come to Keene 
State as our new full-time professors in the Music Department, and we are most fortunate to 
have them here. They were far and away the top candidates in highly competitive nationwide 
searches, and come to the College with fine credentials and a strong commitment to teaching 
excellence.

With best wishes to all, 
Joseph Darby 
Music Department Chair
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When our reviewers arrive, 
they’ll find a thriving and 
ambitious Music Depart-
ment that takes best 
advantage of its resources 
to educate its students to 
be leaders in the arts and 
education.
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Keene Alumni Rock the House

It was the Grand Centennial Reunion for Keene State College Alumni, the first weekend 
in June 2009, and the place to be for solid, old-time, big-band music was the Douglas 
Nelson Band Room in the Redfern Arts Center. Alumni, faculty, and friends of the Music 
Department met on a beautiful Saturday to make and enjoy music as they had done 
since the band was founded many years ago.

Organized by B.J. Thomas ’78, and led by current jazz band director Don Baldini and jazz 
band founder and professor emeritus Bill Pardus, this second Jazz Band Reunion seemed 
to be even more popular than the first. New at this year’s event was a buffet luncheon, 
held in a specially constructed patio next to Brickyard Pond. A number of Keene State 
personalities knew where to go for good food and music. Among the guests at the event 
were Provost Mel Netzhammer, professor emeritus Doug Nelson, Music Department chair 
Joe Darby, and Music Department Distinguished Alumni Award recipient Phil Martin ‘76. 
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1. The Band!

2 & 3. Don Baldini (left)  
and Bill Pardus (right)  
take the band through  
its paces. 

4. Phil Martin ’76

5. Provost Mel Netzhammer  
and friends.

6. Doug Nelson visiting  
with KSC music  faculty  
Joe Darby (right) and friend  
of  KSC Music Dave Sporny

7. Dennis Lambert ’00
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Alumni, faculty, and friends 
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band was founded.
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Alumni Music Notes

Joe Hartnett ’08 is at the New Heights Theatre Dance Academy and Music Center in 
Hooksett, New Hampshire, teaching guitar, bass guitar, mandolin, music theory, and 
beginning piano.

Will Kellett ’08 is a guitarist and composer in Franklin, Tennessee. In October, he per-
formed in the White Bluff Mains Street Festival in White Bluff, Tennessee. 

Tyler Reed ’07 writes, “I just wanted to say hello to everyone and let you know what I’ve 
been up to. Classes here at the University of Akron are going great. They are a lot of work, 
but I’m learning so much. Ensembles are very difficult and demanding but I’m keeping 
up with the playing and performing. We have had many big concerts here with some big 
name guest artists, which has been fun but stressful at the same time.

“I have worked at the Long Lake Camp for the Arts in upstate New York for the past three 
years. I travelled to England and Scotland for 3-4 weeks to visit my friends that I have met at 
the camp. Other KSC alums at the camp are Mark Perry and Greg Dippell.” Tyler is perform-
ing with the Symphonic Band, Jazz Band, Brass Choir, and the Graduate Brass Quintet.

Nic Tremblay ’07 has joined guitar teachers Adam Terrell and Jonathan Paul at the 
Seacoast Academy of Music, North Hampton, New Hampshire. After his graduation from 
Keene State, Nic spent several years in Maryland as a guitar instructor/performer. There  
he taught at the Suzuki Music School of Maryland as a one-on-one guitar instructor and 
director of the Suzuki School Guitar Ensemble. Besides teaching private students, Tremblay 
will offer “Guitar Heroes... Unplugged” for students who play nylon or steel string guitars 
and want to jam. The ensemble explores the sounds of several guitars together playing 
Latin, classical, blues, bluegrass and jazz arrangements.
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All alumni, whether recent or in 
the distant past, are important 
to the KSC Department of Music. 
Please send us your news! And if 
you know of someone who is not  
on our Music Alumni list, please 
suggest they contact us at: 

Department of Music 
Keene State College 
229 Main Street,  
Keene, NH 03435-2402 
603-358-2177 
Fax: 603-358-2973 
music@keene.edu
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KSC Department of Music Holds Graduate Reception

The KSC Department of Music and MENC Student Chapter 304 hosted a reception for 
graduating seniors following commencement ceremonies on May 9, 2009. It was an op-
portunity to gather one last time with classmates, faculty, and friends before heading off 
in new and exciting directions.

“It just seemed like we never had a real opportunity to recognize our students,” said Jim 
Chesebrough, band director and Assistant Professor of Music. “With the hectic schedule 
we have at the end of the school year, it was nice to have the time for one last opportu-
nity to gather together.”

Clockwise from left:

Dan Levenson ‘08 and Melanie Prisby ‘09

A very happy Greg Dippell,’09

Jess and Jess (Turgeon and Heller) 

Our guess is that Ms. Virginia Fainer is 
pleased?
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Keene State College Welcomes New Faculty

The Keene State College Department of Music is pleased to announce the appointment 
of two new faculty members, Sandra Howard and Heather Gilligan.

Dr. Howard has joined the music education faculty. Her responsibilities will include choral 
and general music methods, student teacher supervision, issues in education, and funda-
mental music skills (non-music majors). She holds a bachelor’s degree in music education 
and master’s degree in vocal performance from the University of Maine, and a doctoral 
degree in music education/curriculum and instruction from the University of Missouri-Kan-
sas City. From 2001-06, she taught choral and general music at Kennett Middle and Senior 
High Schools in Conway, New Hampshire and was an active choral coordinator for the Lakes 
Region Music Festivals and co-host of the Northern District Festivals.

Howard also served as adjunct faculty member at Granite State College in New Hampshire, 
Blue River Community College in Missouri, and at the Conservatory of Music and Dance at 
the University of Missouri-Kansas City. Dr. Howard has worked with singers of all ages and 
is an active conductor/clinician for honor choruses across the United States.

Dr. Howard has presented research and workshops at SRME Research Symposium, ACDA, 
and MENC regional and national conferences. Research interests include visual biases in 
vocal performance evaluation, body mapping techniques in the choral rehearsal, music 
educators’ interpersonal skills, singers’ motivation, and female researcher contributions to 
music education. Dr. Howard’s scholarship has been published in the Missouri Journal of 
Research in Music Education and Teaching Music and she is an active member of ACDA, 
MENC, and CMS.

Dr. Gilligan teaches music theory, aural skills, and composition, and serves as Coordinator  
of Music Theory and Aural Skills. Originally from Pennsylvania, Dr. Gilligan has spent the 
past 13 years in Boston, where she taught music theory and aural skills at Boston Uni-
versity and keyboard harmony at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She also 
taught piano and music theory classes at the Brookline Music School, where she served as 
coordinator of both the piano and theory departments. Dr. Gilligan has written works for 
many Boston-based musicians, including Juventas New Music Ensemble, Lorelai Ensemble, 
The Newton Symphony Orchestra, The Rivers School’s “Seminar On Contemporary Music 
For the Young,” and The New Trio of Brookline. 

Dr. Gilligan received her D.M.A. in Composition from Boston University, where she studied 
composition with Richard Cornell, Ketty Nez, and Martin Amlin. She earned her master’s 
degree in Composition from the Longy School of Music, where she studied composition 
with Howard Frazin and Eric Sawyer. She studied piano with Martha Marchena, Judith 
Gordon, Sally Pinkas, and Randall Hodgkinson. In 2007, she won the Malloy Miller Prize 
in Composition and the Boston University Department Honor Award. She won the 2002 
Honors Competition at the Longy School of Music and the 2001 Call For Scores by the 
Longy Chamber Orchestra. She studied composition at La Schola Cantorum in Paris, un-
der the auspices of the European American Musical Alliance, studying counterpoint with 
Philip Lasser and composition with Michel Merlet. 

Dr. Sandra Howard

Dr. Heather Gilligan



KSC Music Faculty News

Diane Cushing, director of Keene State College Concert Choir, attended an American 
Choral Directors Association conference at Gordon College this summer. Anton  
Armstrong from St. Olaf’s Choir and Andre Thomas from Florida State were the clinicians. 
The Concert Choir will be singing a concert of spirituals in the spring. During the fall 
semester, the choir prepared a concert of British Composers for Dec. 11th and repeated 
the performance in Gardner, Massachusetts, on the 12th. The choir is performing the 
United States premiere of a new song by John Taverner, “An Eternal Sun.” Also, composer 
Elaine Schram says that the piece she wrote for the choir four years ago, “The Talents We 
Possess,” is being published by Carl Fischer. 

This summer, George Loring, Artist-in-Residence, organized and directed the 53rd An-
nual Matthay Piano Festival, a four-day celebration of the piano, at Wittenberg University 
in Springfield, Ohio. The festival included four evening solo piano recitals and 12 daytime 
sessions by pianists from leading American universities. The festival featured Christopher 
Harding from the University of Michigan faculty and Douglas Riva, who has recorded the 
complete piano works of Enrique Granados for Naxos. Loring has also given concerts this 
fall in Keene, Boston, and Burlington, Vermont, with the Tri-State Trio. The Trio consists of  
Loring, piano, Thomas Gregg of the Boston Conservatory and Tufts University faculties, 
tenor, and French hornist, Alan Parshley, of the University of Vermont. 

During the spring, Jose Lezcano played solo guitar recitals at Hingam Library (Boston 
Guitar Society’s “Sunday Sounds”), Dartmouth College (Vaughan Series), Nashua, New 
Hampshire’s Studio 99, and in Florida (Delray Beach and Sarasota). He also performed 
chamber concerts in New Jersey (Burlington Community Concerts) and in Pittsford,  
New York (Rochester Folk Art Guild), and was a guest speaker to high school students 
and families at Destination College in Manchester, New Hampshire, on “Preparing for 
College Music Auditions.”

KSC Music Professor Emeritus Bill Pardus has a new web site. Composers, performers, 
and old friends may want to check it out at: www.wdparduscrestat.com.

Dr. Jim Chesebrough spent two weeks in June touring Germany, the Czech Republic, 
and Denmark as a member of the Trombone Choir of America. The members of this  
ensemble are trombone professors and performers from colleges and universities across 
the United States. They performed concerts in Bad Neuenahr in Germany’s Ahr River  
Valley and at St. Nicholas Church in Prague. The group then traveled to Aarhus, Denmark  
to attend the International Trombone Festival. The Trombone Choir of America joined 
with players from around the world giving performances as the Cramer Trombone Choir 
at the Royal Academy of Music and the Aarhus Cathedral. Attending the latter perfor-
mance was Margrethe II Queen of Denmark. Along with the opportunity to meet and 
study with international artists, the players were also able to visit museums and cultural 
and musically significant sites in Cologne, Leipzig, Bonn, and Hamburg.

Dr. Chesebrough also toured New England for a week with the 2009 Yankee Brass Band. 
The band is made up of invited players who perform period concerts on original instru-
ments from the second half of the 19th century. 
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George Loring, Artist-in-Residence  
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A Letter from Dr. Howard

Hello KSC Music Alumni,

I am delighted to join the music faculty at Keene State College as an assistant professor  
of music. This year, KSC music students have petitioned to start a student chapter of the  
American Choral Directors Association (ACDA). In addition, the music education faculty 
will be hosting a series of guest lecturers to speak on topics in music education: Dr. Sarah 
McQuarrie - Bridgewater State College; Dr. Mariana Farah - Indiana University Southeast;  
Dr. Melissa McCabe - Towson University; Mr. Rob Westerberg (KSC alumn) and Mr. Dan 
Sovetsky - York High School, York, Maine; and Mr. Paul Santerre - Pelham Memorial School, 
Pelham, NH.

I look forward to the opportunity to meet many of you at conferences this year. I am hon-
ored to be presenting research at state and regional conferences: Vermont Music Educators 
Association; New Hampshire Music Educators Association; and American Choral Directors 
Association Eastern Division conference in Philadelphia. I am also delighted to serve as the 
guest conductor for the All New England Choral Festival at Plymouth State University and 
Southern Maine Middle School Honors Festival Chorus in Scarborough, Maine.

As you know, the connection between our alumni, faculty, and students is very important 
in the further development of our future musicians and music educators. I hope you will 
introduce yourself to me via email or during a visit to our campus. Please contact me if 
you are interested in collaborating with the music education faculty or music education 
majors here at KSC.

Sincerely, 
Sandra A. Howard, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Music Education 
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Music Technology Instruction Lab Anniversary

This fall semester marked the one-year anniversary of the Music Technology Instruction 
Lab (MTIL). It is a 16-workstation lab that combined the former Piano Lab and the Elec-
tronic Music Studio. The MTIL was made possible with funds from the School of Arts and 
Humanities, the Office of Information Technology, and a Keene State Strategic Initiative 
Grant. The Lab is four times the size of the Electronic Music Studio and allows 16 students 
to work individually on state of the art MIDI and digital audio software. During construction 
of the Lab (which occupies the same space as the old Piano Lab), the wall separating it and 
the classroom opposite the Doug Nelson Rehearsal Room was reconstructed and now 
provides a soundproof space for both rooms. Some other worthy additions to the Lab 
were 17 new 20” iMac computers, new MIDI interfaces, and a new Korg digital classroom 
keyboard controller. All the workstations are equipped with both Finale and Sibelius 
music notation software, plus Digital Performer, Reason, Microsoft Office. The most 
outstanding feature of the MTIL, however, is the SmartBoard at the front of the room. It 
was the first unit installed on the Keene State Campus and created a great deal of interest 
from the other lab supervisors. If you are on campus, please stop by the Music Depart-
ment and ask for a tour.

Students in the Music Technology 
Instruction Lab
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Keene State College Hosts  
Øystein Baadsvik Tuba Workshop 

The Keene State College Music Department hosted world-
renowned tuba soloist Øystein Baadsvik at a master class on 
Saturday October 24, 2009 at 5:00 PM at the Redfern Arts Center 
on the Keene State Campus in Keene, NH. Sponsored by the 

Harmony Ridge Brass Center, Mr. Baadsvik presented a number of recitals, master classes 
and concerts in New Hampshire. Most noteworthy was his performance with the newly 
formed Connecticut River Valley Orchestra in Claremont, NH.

Øystein Baadsvik is the only tuba virtuoso to have carved out a career exclusively as a 
soloist, rather than becoming a member of an orchestra or accepting a teaching post. His 
multi-faceted musical career as a soloist, chamber musician, lecturer and recording artist 
has taken him all over the world.

The sessions began with Mr. Baadsvik leading and discussing the importance of warm-ups, 
but his open and friendly manner and his efficient explanations not only had the class 
participants involved, but some of the older spectators as well. Baadsvik proposed that 
one of the most difficult things about teaching and playing a brass instrument is that the 
physical actions required to play a tuba, for the most part, are invisible. He used physical 
sensations, sketches, and everyday items such as pieces of paper to insure that the physi-
cal aspects of breathing and buzzing were made apparent. He suggested that cell phone 
conversations were no longer allowed when driving a car, but buzzing on the mouthpiece 
was still OK, a reinforcement of his belief that mouthpiece practice was very important. 
While tradition says that long tone exercises are the foundation of good brass playing, Mr. 
Baadsvik believes that quick playing requires development of abdominal muscles. Buzz-
ing a simple tune like “O Susanna” helps “kick start” the use of these muscles.

In the next portion of the session, KSC students Andrew Maki and Sean Meagher, as well 
as Chloe Kipka from Con-Val High School in Peterborough, New Hampshire, and Kameron 
Clayton from Champlain Valley Union High School in Hinesburg, Vermont, performed for 
Mr. Baadsvik and an audience of educators, parents and friends. The guest artist compli-
mented each student’s strengths and identified aspects of each player’s performance that 
might be improved. The performers incorporated his suggestions easily, and there was 
immediate improvement by each player.

The sensitivity and generous gift of time (over two hours) and expertise by this world 
class artist was very much appreciated by the people attending the master class, but the 
culmination of the day was a solo performance by the man who some have called the 
greatest tuba player in the world. His composition, Fnugg Blue, incorporated multiphon-
ics, beat boxing, mixed meter, and other virtuoso techniques, and his amazing perfor-
mance of the piece was a fitting conclusion to the event.

Andrew Maki, Sean Meagher, Øystein 
Baadsvik, Chloe Kipka, and Kameron 
Clayton
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KSC Music Department Students Receive Jessie F. Davis Award

The Jessie F. Davis ’37 Scholarship Award was presented to Melissa White ’10 and Alyson 
Ryder ’10 in May. Recipients of the award, selected by the Keene State College music fac-
ulty, are chosen for their musical and academic accomplishments as students at KSC.

Melissa White is from Tolland, Connecticut. A vocal/music education major, Ms. White 
has participated in Chamber Singers, Concert Choir, and small chamber ensembles. She 
has been selected as the assistant conductor of the Keene State College Chorale by the 
group’s director, Professor Diane Cushing, and, in 2006-07, received the department’s 
Vocalist of the Year Award. She has performed as soloist a number of times in the depart-
ment and enjoys tutoring students in music theory and giving voice lessons. After gradu-
ation, she plans to return to Connecticut to teach, eventually pursuing a graduate degree 
in Choral Conducting. Melissa is a student of Dr. Carroll Lehman. 

Alyson Ryder, a graduate of White Mountain Regional High School in Whitefield, New 
Hampshire, is also a fine vocalist and music education major. She transferred to Keene 
State after her freshman year and is very active in the Keene State Concert Choir and the 
Chamber Singers. She enjoys playing the piano and accompanying other musicians. She 
also plays a little guitar and bass and enjoys jamming with friends. Ms. White will be stu-
dent teaching in the Fall 2010 semester and anticipates completing her studies in Decem-
ber of that year. After that, she hopes to see a bit of the world and learn about different 
cultures and their music before teaching elementary school somewhere in New England.

White and Ryder received their cash awards at the end of the 2008-09 school year. The 
scholarship must be used to meet educational expenses including tuition, fees, room and 
board, and books and supplies.

The award was established by Mr. and Mrs. Jesse F. Davis in gratitude for the excellent 
instruction they experienced as students at Keene. Mr. Davis was an outstanding music 
educator in Connecticut, an officer in the Music Educators National Conference, and an 
adjunct professor and supervisor of student teaching in music at KSC. He was an elected 
member of the New Hampshire House of Representatives for ten years and was active 
with many civic and church groups. 

Alyson Ryder (left) and Melissa White receive the Jessie F. Davis Scholarship at unofficial  
presentations from Dr. Jim Chesebrough, KSC Assistant Professor of Music.

Recipients of the award
are chosen for their musical 
and academic accomplish-
ments as students at KSC.
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A word from the Alumni Office

Please consider completing our KSC Alumni Survey. We are collecting this information 
about your interests, employment, and associations at KSC to help us better design  
programming tailored to you.  Because you are all KSC music alums, we were able to  
collaborate with the Music Department to include a few questions from them as well.

Over the next several months, we hope to provide you with new programs, activities, 
and volunteer opportunities to help you stay connected to – or reconnect with – KSC.  
If you would like to mentor a current student, present a topic near and dear to you pro-
fessionally, support a Keene State tradition, or if you would like to provide your support 
in any other way, we would love to hear from you! 

This confidential survey will take a few minutes to complete. Your participation is com-
pletely voluntary and greatly appreciated.

To access the survey, please visit:  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=8TFhMoKe8AqoYr2wmX1vag_3d_3d

If you have any questions about this survey or your participation, please contact the Alumni 
and Parent Relations Office at Keene State by emailing alumni@keene.edu or calling  
603-358-2369. 
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2010 Music Department Events

Guest Artist Recital
Grupo PIAP (São Paulo)
Tuesday, January 19, 7:45 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

NHMEA Solo & Ensemble Festival
Saturday, February 13, All Day
Redfern Arts Center

Faculty Artists Recital
Friday, February 19, 7:30 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Faculty Composers Recital
Tuesday, March 2, 7:45 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Concert Band
James Chesebrough, director
Thursday, March 11, 7:30 p.m.
Main Theatre

Faculty Artist Recital
Friday, March 26, 7:30 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Percussion & Saxophone Ensembles
Christopher Swist & Craig Sylvern, directors
Thursday, April 1, 7:45 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Faculty Artists Recital
Friday, April 9, 7:30 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Guitar Orchestra
José Lezcano, director
Wednesday, April 14, 7:30 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Chamber Ensembles I
Friday, April 16, 7:30 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Chamber Ensembles II
Sunday, April 18, 3:00 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Chamber Orchestra
Don Baldini, director
Wednesday, April 21, 7:30 p.m.
Main Theatre

Concert Band
James Chesebrough, director
Thursday, April 22, 7:30 p.m.
Main Theatre

Opera Workshop
Carroll Lehman, director
Friday, April 23, 7:30 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Chamber Singers & Concert Choir
Elaine Broad Ginsberg & Diane Cushing, directors
Sunday, April 25, 3:00 p.m.
Alumni Recital Hall

Jazz Ensemble
Don Baldini, director
Wednesday, April 28, 7:30 p.m.
Main Theatre

In addition, the Music Department 
presents junior and senior recitals  
on some Saturdays and Sundays at  
3 p.m., and recitals by KSC music 
majors at 2 p.m. on Wednesdays. 
These performances, and Chamber 
Ensembles, are free and open to the 
public. For information and to confirm 
performance dates and times, call the 
Music Department at 603-358-2177.


