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College Writing II at FPU


Essay 1: Argument/Research Essay
Topic: For your first essay, you have to take a stand on a significant trend in popular culture: you will need to formulate a thesis about reality television and defend that idea.  You do not have to like reality television, nor have any previous familiarity with it to write this essay.  You are simply required to examine one or more examples of it, look at them analytically, and then make and support an interesting argument about the show and/or the genre of reality TV.

Sources:  

· Your primary source will be one or more episodes of a reality TV show. You can cite episodes from more than one television series as long as you can tie it all together.  Check your A Writer’s Reference by Diana Hacker for how to cite a recording or performance. 

· For secondary sources you must use two or more articles from a reliable print newspaper or magazine or one of the Franklin Pierce Library academic databases. You can physically go to the library or you can access the database online from the computer lab on campus or from just about any computer with access to the Internet.  You can use any of the databases listed on the FPC Library “Academic Databases” page at <http://library.fpc.edu/research/>. The databases called Academic Search Premier, Communication & Mass Media Complete, Lexis-Nexis, and Newspaper Source will be your best bets. Your username

· Please print out the first page of any printable sources you use and hand them in with your essay. (Obviously, you can print out the first page of a TV show.  But you can print out the first page of anything written.)

Audience: Address college students who are less familiar with your topic and research than you are, adults who can be challenged a little by your material.

Format: Use one inch margins and 11 point font.  There is no minimum number of pages; just write enough to make it a good essay. (It will be hard to do a good job on this assignment in under 3 pages.) Cite sources in MLA format  When you refer to a source, that is, when you quote, paraphrase, or summarize an author, a text or a show, put the author’s name either in the signal phrase or in a parenthetical (in-text) citation.  Put the page number, if there is one, in the parenthetical citation as well.  If there is no author, use the title of the episode or the article instead. On a separate, last page of your essay, there must be list of Works Cited with an entry for every source referenced in paper; look up the correct way to format the entry for your particular type of source in Diana Hacker.

Peer/Instructor: When the peer draft is due, bring a first draft of the essay to class to use in peer review; also bring a printout or copy of the first page of at least once source you plan on using. When the instructor draft is due, bring in the final draft of the essay for me to read, respond to, and grade, and a printout or photocopy of the first page of any written sources you use in the essay.  You must attach your peer draft and any peer review you've received; anything that led up to the final product.

Grade Weight: This essay is worth 12% of your grade for the course. 

Brainstorming Questions: Here are some questions you might think about to define your own position on reality television. You do not have to answer all of these questions in your essay. They are just to get you started. -What is reality television? What relationship does reality television bear to reality?  -What definition of reality is important to your understanding of reality television? -Why do people hate reality TV? -Why do people love reality TV? -Why do you hate it or love it?  -What’s the worst thing you’ve seen on reality TV? -What’s the best thing you’ve seen?  -What other trends in entertainment and society does reality TV connect to? -How do earlier reality TV shows compare to today’s?  -Where do you think things might go from here?  -What would you like to see on TV? How would it be better?  -Is the answer not to change the programming but to turn the TV off? How would you get others to turn off their TVs off? 

Sources and Research for Essay 1

How to Find Articles

1. Go to the FPC Library Page at http://library.fpc.edu/
2. Click on Research (http://library.fpc.edu/research/)

3. Click on Academic Databases;the green text link above “Select a Popular Database” http://library.fpc.edu/research/databases.html
4. You can use any of the college-level databases on this page. I recommend Academic Search Premier, Communication & Mass Media Complete, Lexis-Nexis, and Newspaper Source. Click on the name of the database. If you’re not on campus you’ll need to enter the username (keene1) and password (Access37).

5. If you enter “reality television” in the Find box, check the “Full Text” box below, and then click the Search button, Academic Search Premier will yield over 2000 articles to choose from on the topic. 
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You’ll want to narrow your results, so click on one of the subjects in the yellow Narrow Results by Subject column, such as “Reality television programs”

7. Click on the Academic Journals link to view the search results that are from academic journals. Look at these first. Then check out the results under Magazines or Newspapers.

8. Click on the title of the article to view a summary of the article.  

9. Click on the link that says PDF Full Text or HTML Full Text to read the article itself.

10. Click on the folder icon above the word Add to save articles to a folder.  

11. Once you some items you’re interested in, you can: Click on the Folder has Items icon to view the contents of your folder 

12. While viewing the contents of your folder, click on Print, Email, or Save to save your items

13. Here’s a new feature on EBSCOhost you should love; after you choose to print, email, or save, it will format the information in roughly the correct format for MLA. Click the radio button on the right that says Citation Format, and then choose MLA (Modern Language Association) from the drop-down list.  Follow the directions on the screen to print, save, or email the text of the articles and the citations.







