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HW 28: Open Letter to Riverbend

for A Blog of One’s Own: Women and Authorship in the Digital Revolution

An “open letter” is a letter that is intended to be read by a wide audience, or a letter addressed to a particular person that is meant to be distributed to a wider audience. (Martin Luther King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” is a famous open letter. Another example is Facebook creator Mark Zuckerberg’s Open Letter of 2006 apologizing for faulty privacy controls in the Facebook mini-feed application.)

Having done the assigned reading this week, Baghdad Burning August 19-August 30, 2003 (Riverbend 7-41), you now know a bit about the circumstances under which Riverbend began blogging. 

Since Riverbend is a blogger, and you are too, and since you live in the country that was on the other side of the US conflict with Iraq, you have a more direct (if geographically distant) connection to this author than some of the others you’ve written about in this class. That’s why, rather than having you write this post about the reading in the third person (referring to the writer as “she” or “her”), I’m going to have you write in the second person (“you”).

Please write a post in the form of a letter to the author Riverbend responding to what you’ve read so far. Your post should:

· Be 150-400 words long

· Be courteous and thoughtful

· Show that you have carefully read and considered the August 2003 posts of Baghdad Burning.

· Be titled “An Open Letter to Riverbend (HW 28)” 

HW 29: Instructor Draft

for A Blog of One’s Own: Women and Authorship in the Digital Revolution

Your instructor draft is the revised copy of your semester-long project. 

· Improve upon what you had in the 7- and 10-page peer drafts.

· Look at your essay and identify what you feel most strongly about. Where do you really mean what you say? That is the heart of your essay. Build from there.

· Identify the essay’s purpose. (What is the one main thing you want the reader to know, think, or feel after they read your essay?). Revise your essay so that each paragraph advances that purpose. 

· Identify your claim or thesis statement. State it clearly and directly in your introduction.

· Your claim should be debatable—something that a reasonable person could disagree with. 

· Your claim should be an assertion, not a statement of fact.

· Your claim should be complex and worded precisely.

· Revise your essay so that the connection between the claim/thesis statement and each paragraph of the essay is clear to the reader. 
· Integrate your sources smoothly. Use what you’ve learned from reading They Say/I Say and refer frequently to A Writer’s Reference. Use MLA style to cite your sources.

· Finally, pare down your essay and avoid saying things in your essay that are self-evident and everyone knows already (like “Many great things have been said about the Titanic”). If it’s completely and totally obvious, it doesn’t need to be said. 

Here’s the part you’ll like best: I’m giving you an extension on the instructor draft and it is not due until Thursday, 11/15.

HW 30: You’re the Citizen Journalist

for A Blog of One’s Own: Women and Authorship in the Digital Revolution

You’re the citizen-journalist. Report on the two or three sessions of the Citizenship Symposium. For each session that you attended, write a 150-400 word description of the session. 

· Give the names of the speakers and anything that’s important for your reader to know about them

· Give the title of the session

· Describe the talk or event overall, including the main topic

· Say the most interesting thing you learned at the session

· Include at least one sentence with concrete description and vivid detail

· Include at least one quote

· Your audience for your blog includes people who don’t know what the symposium is and didn’t attend the sessions you did, so you’ll need to mention that it was part of the Keene State College Citizenship Symposium

All sections: Friday, November 9, 11:30-1:15. “Blogging: Are All Citizens Publishers and Reporters?” Blue Hampshire blogger Michael Caulfield, Daily Kos blogger Laura Clawson, Keene Sentinel editor Jim Rousmaniere, provost Emile Netzhammer.

12 o’clock section: Tuesday, November 6, 12:00-1:30. Main Theatre, Redfern Arts Center. Welcome Address, KSC Provost Emile Netzhammer. Citizenship Day Proclamation, Mayor Michael Blastos. “What Kind of Democracy Do We Want?” Nancy Tobi.

12 o’clock section: Thursday, November 8, 12:00-1:15. Main Theatre, Redfern Arts Center. “Citizenship and Responsibility.” US representative & Holocaust Survivor Tom Lantos.

4 o’clock section: Tuesday, November 6: 3:00-4:30. Main Theatre, Redfern Arts Center. Bob Steele, “The Media Mosh Pit: Journalists, Bloggers, and Citizens in the Dialogue vs. Diatribe Dance.”

4 o’clock section: Thursday, November 8, 3:30-5:00. Main Theatre, Redfern Arts Center. “Animation as Political and Social Constructions.” KSC professors Jiwon Ahn, Sander Lee, Mark Timney.

6 o’clock section: Tuesday, November 6, 7:00-10:00. Mabel Brown Room, Student Center. Documentary, Secret Daughter, and discussion with filmmaker/journalist June Cross.

6 o’clock section: Thursday, November 8, 7:00-9:00. Mabel Brown Room, Student Center. “Citizen Soldiers and Global Warriors: Challenges of Iraq.” Former UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter.

HW 31: Responding to Riverbend

for A Blog of One’s Own: Women and Authorship in the Digital Revolution

First, do the assigned reading, which is August 31 to September 16, 2003 in Baghad Burning (Riverbend 41-69).  

· Then choose a person, place, or thing mentioned in the reading that you would like to know more about and do some informal research about it. (For this particular assignment it is fine to use an encyclopedia or Wikipedia, although they would not be appropriate for your semester-long project).

· Write a post of 150-400 words explaining what you looked up and what you found out about it.

· Explain what the term has to do with the reading, and make sure you state the title and author of the reading as well as citing the page number that the person, or place, or thing is mentioned on.

· Include a link to the information if you found it online, and correct MLA style in-text citations crediting the source of your information, as if you were writing a paper.

· Include a mini Works Cited list at the end of your post, giving full MLA-style entries for your sources for this entry (Baghdad Burning and and the books or web pages from which you drew your information)







