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HW 36: First Podcast

for A Blog of One’s Own: Women and Authorship in the Digital Revolution

The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize you with an important type of social computing, podcasting, and asks you to demonstrate “cultural literacy” about Iraq. 

The deadline for this assigment is to have a working link to your podcast posted on your blog by midnight of Tuesday, 11/20 (every student must link on their own blog), even if several of you link to the same, group-created podcast).

First, 

· Talk to the classmates in your pod to decide when and how you will work together to create your podcast. You may wish to use part of your regular class meeting time, since individual conferences will be take the place of regular class on 11/20. If you have decided to work alone or with a different partner, tell me and tell your podmates.

· Do the assigned reading, October 31-November 18, 2003 in Baghdad Burning (Riverbend 124-146). This assignment will ask you to each identify one thing you learned about the holiday Ramadan from the reading, giving the page number, and to identify one other significant thing you learned about Iraq from the previous reading in the book (Riverbend vii-145), giving the page number.

Make your podcast lively and interesting. You can speak somewhat informally, as long as it is within the bounds of what is appropriate classroom/public discussion. Also, since this an assignment asking you to demonstrate cultural literacy, it will be especially important not to over-generalize, stereotype, or speak in a patronizing or derogatory way about persons, groups of people, or cultural values.

SCRIPT OUTLINE. These are the general things you should cover in your podcast. Remember to phrase everything so someone who doesn’t know the assignment or even what the class is about can understand what you’re talking about.

You can choose one person to act as the moderator or interviewer if you like.

1. IDENTIFY YOURSELVES. (E.g. “This is Dave H, Dan B, Lucinda, and we are the Omega Pod.” It might be nice to have each person say their own name, or to speak in unison for chosen phrase.)

2. IDENTIFY THE CONTEXT. Why and where are you creating this podcast? (E.g. “We’re students in a Thinking and Writing Course at Keene State College called A Blog of One’s Own, and we’re creating the podcast as part of group project for the class.”)

3. IDENTIFY THE ASSIGNMENT AND THE TEXT. (“This is HW assignment 36, and we’re going to be talking about the book Baghdad Burning by a blogger named Riverbend.”)

4. SAY SOMETHING INTERESTING AND IMPORTANT YOU LEARNED ABOUT RAMADAN from the reading and GIVE THE PAGE NUMBER. (E.g. “Dan here. Right in the beginning of Riverbend’s first post about Ramadan—that’s page 124 or October 31, 2003—Riverbend explains that the Islamic year has 358 days and Ramadan happens in the 9th month. Finally I understand why Ramadan happens at a different time each year.  Okay, that’s mine. David, could you go next? What’s the most interesting thing you learned about Ramadan from this section of the book?”)

5. SAY SOMETHING INTERESTING AND IMPORTANT YOU LEARNED ABOUT IRAQ or Iraqi culture from a previous part of the book and GIVE THE PAGE NUMBER. (E.g.: “I’ll go first on this one! This is Lucinda, by the way. Riverbend’s blog September ’03 post about “Girl Power and Post-War Iraq” made a huge impression on me. On page 67, she says that, quote, “in engineering, science, and medical colleges over half of the students in various deparments are females,” end quote. I was like, holey moley. If it’s true, Iraq was doing a lot better than many US institutions. I’ve been trying to research this—if anybody has information about this, shoot me an email or leave a comment on my blog.”

6. CLOSE. (E.g. “Okay, that’s all from the Omega Pod for now. Check back with us after Thanksgiving break for our next podcast.)

7. Don’t forget to post on your blogs: provide a working link to your podcast by midnight 11/20.

How To Podcast

Podcasts are short, easily downloadable audio and video files that can be accessed on the Internet. Podcasts are also subscribable. Examples are the Alive in Baghdad video series, the weekly CBC Radio 3 radio show, and the news show Democracy Now.

You can use Audacity or Gabcast. Both are free. Review the tutorials we watched in class. You can get links to them on the class blog (http://itw101.blogspot.com.)

Audacity

1. Use a computer in the ESEC computer lab (Rhodes 163), OR

Download Audacity and the LAME encoder from http://audacity.sourceforge.net and install them on your computer.

2. Start Audacity
3. Hit the red round Record button
4. Start talking.

5. When you’re doing talking, hit the yellow square Stop button.

6. Save your file (File(Save)

7. Export your file. (File—>Export as MP3(Fill in required info(Save. The first you do this you may have to locate the LAME.dll encoder.

8. Upload your file. (Go to the Internet Archive at http://internetarchive.org. Register for a free account for more options, or stay an Anonymous User. Click the Upload button. Select and submit your Audacity file.)

9. Link to your file. Create a post on your blog with a working link to your podcast. Give it a descriptive title that includes HW 36.

10. You’re done. Woo-hoo! Go home and eat lots of tofurkey.

Gabcast

1. Either create a Gabcast account of your own, or just use the class Gabcast channel.

2. Record your podcast:
a. Call 1-800-749-0632.

b. Enter the channel number (your own or 8538), then press pound (#).

c. Enter the password (your own or 101), then press pound (#).

d. Press 1 to record, and start talking.

e. Press # to stop recording.

4. Press 1 to listen, or 2 to publish.

3. Publish your podcast. 

a. If you’re using the class blog, the podcast will appear automatically on the ITW101 blog and all you have to do is find it copy the link to it.

b. If you use your own Gabcast account, go to Gabcast(My Channels(Manage Episodes. Find your episode (under Published Epsodes or Unpublished Episodes), and click on the Player HTML magic wand to get code to copy. Copy the text from the pop-up box.

c. Link to your file. Create a post on your blog with a working link to your podcast. Give it a descriptive title that includes HW 36.

4. Woo hoo! You are not only a blogger, but a podcaster too. Brag to family and friends as you help carve the tofurkey.







