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HW 37: Second Podcast

for A Blog of One’s Own: Women and Authorship in the Digital Revolution

The purpose of this assignment is to further familiarize you with an important type of social computing, podcasting. 

The deadline for this assigment is to have your podcast completed and accessible by class time on Thursday, 11/29 and for every student to have a link on their blog to their podcast by Tuesday, 12/4.

· Do the assigned reading, the Jan-March Introduction and January 5-Feb 13, 2004 in Baghdad Burning (Riverbend 177-207). This assignment will ask you to:

· A)  Compare and contrast your own celebration of Thanksgiving this year to Eid as it was observed in 2004 by Riverbends and her family

· B)  Discuss what specific passage in the last two weeks reading of Baghdad Burning (Riverbend 70-207) has most changed your view of Iraq (this needs to be something new, not what you mentioned in your last podcast) 
· Talk to the classmates in your pod to decide when and how you will work together to create your podcast. You may wish to use part of your regular class meeting time, since individual conferences will be take the place of regular class on 11/27. If you have decided to work alone or with a different partner, tell your podmates.

Make your podcast lively and interesting. You can speak somewhat informally, as long as it is within the bounds of what is appropriate classroom/public discussion. Also, since this an assignment asking you to demonstrate cultural literacy, it will be especially important not to over-generalize, stereotype, or speak in a patronizing or derogatory way about persons, groups of people, or cultural values.

SCRIPT OUTLINE. These are the general things you should cover in your podcast. Remember to phrase everything so someone who doesn’t know the assignment or even what the class is about can understand what you’re talking about.

You can choose one person to act as the moderator or interviewer if you like.

1. IDENTIFY YOURSELVES. (E.g. “This is Marisa, Kaneesha, Ian, and Mohammed of the Omicron Pod. GO, OMIES!”) It might be nice to have each person say their own name, or to speak in unison for chosen phrase.)

2. IDENTIFY THE CONTEXT. Why and where are you creating this podcast? (E.g. “We’re students in a Thinking and Writing Course at Keene State College called A Blog of One’s Own, and this is our second podcast for the class.”)

3. IDENTIFY THE ASSIGNMENT AND THE TEXT. (“This is HW assignment 37, and we’re going to be talking about the book Baghdad Burning  and a holiday called Eid.”)

4. SAY WHAT YOUR THANKSGIVING WAS LIKE THIS YEAR, THEN IMAGINE YOURSELF TRANSPORTED TO EID AS IT WAS CELEBRATED/OBSERVED BY RIVERBEND AND HER FAMILY, INCLUDING ONE BRIEF QUOTE GIVING THE PAGE NUMBER. (E.g. “This is Marisa. I didn’t go home for Thanksgiving because my family lives Vancouver and airfare costs too much for a short trip. I admit I was feeling a little bit sorry for myself as I ate tofurkey casserole at the DC and read about Riverbend’s family dinner on Eid. On 202 she describes how they ate rice and lamb with almonds and spices, salad and bread, and quote “the local generator was humming and in the background and we sat enjoying the food and light and feeling that it was really Eid,” end quote. But then what happens to her cousin A. practically made me cry. My family works really hard for their money, but we never have to spend our last savings on ransom.”)
5. SAY WHAT IN THE LAST TWO WEEKS OF READING HAS MOST CHANGED YOUR VIEW OF IRAQ AND GIVE THE PAGE NUMBER. (E.g.: “Mohammed here. Some people think that with a name like mine I’m going to know a lot about Middle Eastern culture but actually I’m from New Jersey and I’m just named after the boxer Muhammad Ali. Reading about Umm Maha, the Martha Stewart of Baghdad, on pages 199-200 illustrated for me how similar middle class values are in the US and Iraq…”) 
6. CLOSE. (E.g. “Okay, that’s all from the Omies for now. Check back with us next week for our final  podcast.)

7. Don’t forget to post a working link to your podcast on your blog.

8. Submitting the MP3 file of your podcast to the Digital Dropbox on Blackboard is recommended but you will not be graded down if you don’t complete the step.  
How To Podcast

You can use Audacity or Gabcast. Both are free. Review the tutorials we watched in class. You can get links to them on the class blog (http://itw101.blogspot.com.)

Audacity

1. Use a computer in the ESEC computer lab (Rhodes 163), OR

Download Audacity and the LAME encoder from http://audacity.sourceforge.net and install them on your computer.

2. Start Audacity
3. Hit the red round Record button
4. Start talking.

5. When you’re done talking, hit the yellow square Stop button.

6. Save your file (File(Save)

7. Export your file. (File—>Export as MP3(Fill in required info(Save. The first time you do this you may have to locate the LAME.dll encoder.

8. Upload your file. (Go to the Internet Archive at http://internetarchive.org. Register for a free account for more options, or stay an Anonymous User. Click the Upload button. Select and submit your Audacity file.)

9. Link to your file. Create a post on your blog with a working link to your podcast. Give it a descriptive title that includes HW 37.

Gabcast

1. Either create a Gabcast account of your own, or just use the class Gabcast channel.

2. Record your podcast:
a. Call 1-800-749-0632.

b. Enter the channel number (your own or 8538), then press pound (#).

c. Enter the password (your own or 101), then press pound (#).

d. Press 1 to record, and start talking.

e. Press # to stop recording.

4. Press 1 to listen, or 2 to publish.

3. Publish your podcast. 

a. If you’re using the class blog, the podcast will appear automatically on the ITW101 blog and all you have to do is find it copy the link to it.

b. If you use your own Gabcast account, go to Gabcast(My Channels(Manage Episodes. Find your episode (under Published Epsodes or Unpublished Episodes), and click on the Player HTML magic wand to get code to copy. Copy the text from the pop-up box.

c. Link to your file. Create a post on your blog with a working link to your podcast. Give it a descriptive title that includes HW 37.







