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SYLLABUS FOR IC 106: COLLEGE WRITING I
I

Term II, Fall 2007

Franklin Pierce University Division of Graduate and Professional Studies

Instructor:
Tracy Mendham, MFA
Email: 

mendhamt@gmail.com (preferred method of communication)


IM:

On Meebo: mendhamt  On AIM: mendhamtracy

Location: 
Franklin Pierce University, 17 Bradco St, Keene NH
Websites:
http://academics.keene.edu/tmendham/FPC.htm (course documents and links)


http://biggerclassroom.blogspot.com (messages for students)

Phone: 
The number for the Keene campus is (603) 357-0079. You can leave messages for me

and I'll pick them up before class.

FPU Library:   Both the library catalog and academic databases (articles you can use in research essays)

can be accessed at: http://library.fpc.edu/.  Use the username and password from your printed copy of the syllabus or contact the campus office.

CLASS MEETING TIMES

Monday and Wednesday, 5:30-8:00 pm.

TEXTBOOKS

A Writer's Reference, 6th ed., by Diana Hacker
The Conscious Reader, 10th edition, by Caroline Shrodes, et al. 
The Namesake, by Jhumpa Lahiri

The Overcoat and Other Short Stories, by Nikolai Gogol

A standard composition notebook will also be needed for the course.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

College Writing II is a foundation course designed to develop effective writing. The skills you learn in this course will build upon those you learned in College Writing I and continue to prepare you for various types of writing assignments through the process of prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing. These skills will be carried over and enhanced in other courses.

COURSE GOALS

College Writing II will continue the learning process established in your first-semester writing course. The course goals are:

·  To help build students' self-confidence in writing 

·  To enable students to feel at ease in any writing situation 

·  To enable students to become active learners 

·  To emphasize the need for taking responsibility for the written word 

·  To enable students to develop their ideas thoroughly using adequate details, examples and reasons 

·  To enable students to experience the benefits of teamwork through collaborative learning 

·  To allow students to recognize and respect the power of language as a tool for thinking clearly and

   deeply 

·  To increase each student's awareness of the writing process and how it works for them

EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS

I expect you to:

·  Take ownership of your learning process;

·  Perform the written work and reading assignments on time and to the best of your ability;

·  Participate actively, conscientiously, and courteously in our community of scholars (this class) 

TEACHING STRATEGIES

During our class meetings, I’ll allot time for writing practice, peer response, discussion of related readings, instruction on the conventions of academic essay writing, and when needed, review of rules for standard written English.  In addition to bringing any writing assignments that are due that day, always bring a pen or pencil, your reading response journal, notebook, and the assigned reading material to class.  When you study or complete reading or writing assignments, write down questions that come up--answering specific questions will always be a priority during class time.

This is not a lecture course.  In this class you’ll learn by doing, not just listening. A typical class day might entail spending 15 minutes talking about the day’s agenda and doing a writing exercise, participation in 30 minutes of discussion and instruction on the day’s material, taking a short break, spending 30 minutes completing peer review or a small group activity (often about a reading assignment), and then talking about and preparing for upcoming assignments. 

EVALUATION 



4 Essays    

 



50%



Journal






20%



Class participation and preparation, and peer review
30%


FINAL GRADE
      




100%

During the term, you will keep a journal of your responses to readings, and write a total of four essays.  These papers will cover a range of essay forms.  All writing in this course should be revised (looked at and changed between the first and final drafts, before it is handed in).  Since good writing is about process as much as product, students must attach to their completed work their peer draft, peer review, and any previous submissions of the work—everything which led to the final draft.

In addition to the four essays, each student will be responsible for completing peer reviews for their classmates.  I will be looking at these reviews for thoughtful, honest, enthusiastic, and constructive dialogue between two writers.  

Your class participation grade will evaluated by attendance, preparedness (having the writing and reading assignments done), and most importantly, what you do to help this make classroom a lively and thought-provoking, yet a unjudgmental, studious, and civil environment. (This means that you cannot just sit in class quietly and expect more than a C for your participation grade: you will need to ask questions and contribute to class discussions on a regular basis, and be visibly and constructively active in small group work and peer reviews.)  

You will receive detailed instructions for each of the four formal essays.  For your journal, you will be writing short, informal assignments of 1-2 pages in an old-fashioned composition notebook.  

PAPER ASSIGNMENTS

·  All peer and instructor drafts must be typed. 

·  There are no minimum or maximum numbers of pages for any essay assignment—just write as 

much as you need to in order to make it a good essay.  

·  When a peer draft is due, that means that you have to bring a first (or rough) draft of the essay 

to class to use in peer review; another student will read it but it will not be graded. When an instructor draft is due, bring in a final draft of the essay to give to your instructor.  Attach your peer draft and any peer review or other feedback you’ve received. 

·  Dictionary and encyclopedia articles are not acceptable sources for these essays, and as a  general rule, no more than one of your sources for an essay should be from the Internet. Internet sources as well as print sources should be from reliable, credible publications.
·  Always bring a printed copy of the essay to class when one is due. I encourage you to also email

the essay to me, but email submission is not required.  Email is a backup for you in case your printed essay should not make it to class on time—it will prove that you did try to do the work on time.  Please make sure you have saved the essay as either a Word (.doc), Rich Text Format (.rtf), or Open Document (.odt) file before you send it.  

Safeguards: Always, always back up your work. It’s not a question if your computer will crash, it’s a matter of when.  When you’re writing on the computer, save your work every 15 minutes, and at the end of each writing session back up your work by printing it, saving it onto a disk or removable drive, or emailing it to yourself. (You might want to set up a free email account just for this purpose through Gmail, Hushmail, or Hotmail.)
POLICIES

Late Assignments: Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Instructor drafts will drop a letter grade for each day they are late.  Having your rough draft for a peer review is essential; without it you cannot participate fully in the work of the class (and your grade will take a hit not only in terms of your writing assignments but in terms of your class participation as well.)
Attendance: Regular attendance and active, constructive participation are mandatory. You should attend all class meetings; it’s hard to do an excellent job on all the assignments otherwise. However, to cover any emergencies, you can miss two classes without it affecting your grade.  You are adults so there will be no such thing as excused or unexcused absences in the class.  It’s up to you to decide what constitutes an emergency.  A third absence lowers your participation grade by one letter grade, and a fourth an additional letter grade.  If you have to miss class, you are still responsible for the work.  If an assignment is due and you cannot attend class in person, email it to me before class, have a friend bring it to class, or drop it off ahead of time.

Punctuality and Participation:  You are expected to be ready by the beginning of class to participate in that day's work.  Walking into a class late, without the required materials, or without having read or written the day's assignment is disruptive and will affect your participation grade.  If you are more than 10 minutes late more than twice, it will be counted as half an absence.  If you are not prepared and equipped for class you may be asked to leave, and this will be counted as an absence.  You are expected to contact me before class to inform me of any issues that could influence your attendance, participation, or preparedness. You need to be attentive in class, which means, for example, that you may not sleep, read the newspaper, use your phone receive and send text-messages during class time.
Accommodations:  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any student in this class who has a documented disability will be provided with reasonable accommodations designed to meet his/her needs.  Before any such assistance can occur, it is the responsibility of the student to see that documentation is on file with the Campus Director.  Please see me as soon as possible to discuss any need for accommodations.  In addition, there are some accommodations I can provide without formal documentation.  

Syllabus Change: This syllabus is subject to change. You'll be notified of any changes well in advance.

Academic Dishonesty Policy

This is part of the Franklin Pierce College policy on academic integrity:

Since plagiarism strikes at the very heart of the academic enterprise, it is taken very seriously at Franklin Pierce College.  Plagiarism is the act of stealing or passing as one’s own the ideas or words of another.  Specifically this includes: 

· copying the words of another student from examinations, themes, term papers or theses;

· copying the printed words or ideas of another writer without giving credit to the author; 

· failing to cite quotations and borrowed ideas, 

· failing to enclose borrowed language in quotation marks, and failing to put summaries and paraphrases in your own words; 

· using, borrowing, stealing, presenting or downloading another’s ideas/writing and submitting such material as your own work; 

· resubmitting work, in whole or in part, that has previously been submitted in another course without prior permission of the current instructor. 

The minimum penalty for a first offense, for all forms of cheating, including plagiarism, is at the instructor’s discretion, with a mandatory placement of a documented record on file in the office of Graduate and Professional Studies.  For a second offense of cheating, including plagiarism, the student will receive a one-semester, non-deferrable suspension from the College.  For a third offense of cheating, including plagiarism, the student will be dismissed from the College.  In any case discussed above, the ultimate discretion lies with the Dean’s Office of the Division of Graduate and Professional Studies.

Further explanation plagiarism can be found on pp. 358-361 of A Writer's Reference.  If I find that a paper is plagiarized in whole or in part, I will give it a zero; this frequently leads to a failing grade for the course. 

Grades: Please note that your final grade for the semester will be an “A,” “A-,” “B+,” “B,” “B-,” “C+,” “C,” OR “F.”   Since this is a required core course, if you do not earn a grade of “C” or higher, your grade will be recorded as an “F” by Franklin Pierce until such time as you retake the course and earn a passing grade. 

You may find the following scale helpful for understanding grades on assignments:

A
96-100
Distinguished work, excellent thinking and analysis



A-
90-95

B+ 
87-89

B
84-86 
High quality thinking, above average work

B- 
80-83

C+
77-79

C 
74-76
Typical, standard quality work

C-
70-73


D+
67-69

D
64-66 
Well below C-level work 

D-
60-63

F
0-59 
Does not meet minimum standards

Your Reading Response Journal

What the Journal Is

Your journal is a record of your reactions to the assigned readings for this class, and it’s also where you’ll do some of your in-class informal writing. You’ll write your journal entries by hand in a composition notebook.  

The Purpose of the Journal

Keeping the journal will develop your critical reading skills as you read carefully and analytically, and note your responses.  This will help you develop as an active learner, an expressive and articulate reader, and a scholar who sees questions as a means for furthering discussion and learning.  The journal will help you prepare for class discussions.  Most importantly, one of the best ways to develop your formal, high-stakes writing is to do lots of low-stakes, informal writing.

What Kind of Writing You’ll Do

The writing in your journal will for the most part be informal—although sometimes you’ll be asked to respond to a prompt that includes some formal language. Here you can write in your natural voice and not worry too much about grammatical errors and spelling.  Your journal is a place to generate ideas, not edit yourself.  Don’t worry about sounding super-smart, using big words, or writing a masterpiece.  Just write the way you’d talk in class, for example, or the way you’d explain an idea to someone you respect but are comfortable with.

What You’ll Write About

There will be an entry due for each class day.  In the calendar you received for the course, you’ll see a “Journal assignment” for each date, asking you to answer a specific question in the textbook, or giving you your choice of questions.  I’ll also have you do some of your in-class brainstorming and freewriting in your journal notebook.

Requirements

Your assigned journal entries should be one to two pages long, and handwritten neatly enough for me to read them.  At the top of the page, write the date and briefly, the question you’re responding to so I’ll know what you’re addressing when I read it.  (Don’t write “Page 97, Question 3.” Instead, write “Why does Carl Dennis’ poem end with an urging to write a letter?”)

For the sake of legibility, write only on the front of each page, not on both sides. If you make a mistake, don’t tear out the page, just cross out what you’ve written and go on.  I’ll want all the pages to still be in the book at the end of the semester.
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Evaluation

I want you to keep up with your journal every week, so I may look at them at any time.  You’ll also hand in your journals at mid-semester and at the end of the semester for grading.  I’ll be looking for evidence that know the assigned reading and are really wrestling with the material in it, and will want you to see you experimenting with your writing.

Your journal counts for 20% of your grade for the course.

ABOUT  YOUR INSTRUCTOR

I teach college writing at the Keene campus of Franklin Pierce University and Keene State College.  I’ve taught both in the traditional classroom setting and hybrid online courses.  I have a Master of Fine Arts in Writing degree from Vermont College, and a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Smith College.  

I am a strong believer in writing as a means of empowerment, discovery, and self expression for students.  The most important thing for you to know about me is that I believe that no one is a bad writer.  If you have been led to believe you are a bad writer, we will bend all our efforts toward proving it isn’t so.  Often very important things are said and done in beginning college writing and I feel privileged to be a part of that process.  

RECEIPT OF COURSE SYLLABUS
I certify that I have received, read and understood the course syllabus for College Writing II.  If I have any questions, I will write them below.

SIGNATURE:
 ______________________________________________  

DATE:

 ______________________________________________  

Print your name: ______________________________________________

At times I also find it helpful to have contact information for students. If you would like me to have your email address, please write it below.

Email: 

 ______________________________________________

Write your unanswered questions below. You may also use this space to inform me of any special needs or concerns you have regarding the course.  This information will be kept confidential.


