	WS/ML 290 - LATINAS: INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE US


	

	TEACHER

	PATRICIA PEDROZA

	Office Location & Number

Office Hours

Email


	Elliot Hall 159

Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
And by appointment
ppedroza@keene.edu           phone: 358- 2098

	BUILDING AND ROOM
Meeting time

Days
	Morrison Hall 83
3:00 p.m. – 4:20 p.m.

Mondays and Wednesdays


	REQUIERED TEXTS


Required Texts:  
GLORIA ANZALDUA- THIS BRIDGE WE CALL HOME

SANDRA GUZMAN- LATINA’S BIBLE

AIDA HURTADO- VOICING CHICANA FEMINISMS

WELTON- GLOBAL UPRISING

(ALL BOOKS ARE LISTED AN AVAILABLE AT KSC BOOKSTORE-STUDENT CENTER)

	C o u r s e   D e s c r i p t i o n

	This course examines Latina writing in the USA and elsewhere, tracing the Latin American roots and the feminist journeys of many writers. Socially constructed concepts like ethnic identity, gender, Latinidad, class, sexuality and political consciousness will be analyzed. This class has a special emphazes en Chicana Experience and Chicana Feminist Theory. The class is taught in English. Spanish is not required, but it will be useful
	

	This class introduces learners to the major socio-historic and political events that have defined and are continuing to define Mexican American culture. The interdisciplinary approach is employed drawing from history, feminism from the third world, fiction, literature, ritual art-performance and video.
	

	Among the questions we will examine will be those concerning colonization, immigration, globalization, racism, sexism and representation.
	

	Key questions: Who is Gloria Anzaldua?, About what do feminists of color theorize? What have feminists of color contributed to feminism? How do feminists of color deal with issues of sexuality?
	


	In this class you need to read the days of the week that end in “Y”.
Make your own calendar and be sure how many pages you need to read each week.

Course assignments: Your final grade will based on a number of different assignments:

Attendance…………………………………………………….      20%
Class participation……………………………………………..       30%
Report-Response Essays……………………………………….       40%

Final Evaluation   ……………………………………………..        10%

TOTAL:                            





100%

Grades at KSC are recorded as A (4.0),  AB (3.5),  B (3.0),   BC (2.5)

You may find the following scale helpful for understanding your numerical grades on exams and other assignments.

A- 100 -93 %                 AB -   92-88   %           B -   83-87%              BC- 82-78%

*Class participation includes attendances to campus events. The attendance to the Globalization Symposium is required to this class. This event will happen at November on campus.

The organization of the workshops around Women of Color also is required for this class.

We will have a creative activity connected with the Globalization Symposium; this activity will be an altar relating Day of Death- Mexican Holiday.

On Time:

We only have so much time in one semester, so it is very important that you plan ahead to complete all your work on time.

Homework is not accepted late without and excused absence. (See college catalog for a list of reasons for excused absence. It is important that you are aware of this policy so that you are not surprised by it). I will make exceptions for serious illness, death, or others reasons specified by KSC policy.

Attendance: A student who misses more than three weeks (six classes) for any reason must withdraw from the course. This is a policy from the KSC student catalog. Keep in mind this means a total number of absences that need  NOT be consecutive. Remember that your participation and attendance is important to this course and I will keep track of attendance.

College Policy on Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and require adaptations or alternative testing, or if you need any assistance with any aspect of this class, please see me immediately. We can collaborate and ensure proper resources in place to assist you with your success in the course.

Academic Honesty: All students will be held strictly accountable for adhering to Keene State College’s policies regarding academic integrity (see your college catalog and student handbook). In all course papers and take home exams, students must properly cite and document all published sources (books, articles, websites). For specific information about citation, please refer to materials at the library.

Weather: Someone told me we will have snow again!

In the case of snow or other bad weather please call my voice mailbox (358 2098) and I will leave a message as to wheter class will be held that day or not.

CLASS PARTICIPATION:

In this class, discussions in small groups and presentations are fundamentals.

The format of class that I follow integrates an individual process connected with your personal social consciousness, following the feminist saying the personal is politic ; the use of the first person in essays is required in this class according with feminist pedagogy and pedagogical psychodrama concepts.

The dynamics that we will use in this class are:

Workshops

Small groups

Collages

Oral presentations

Use of creative writing and use of the first person in essays

Constructions of self evaluations and preparations of exams in groups.

Study trough Internet sources.

The steps of a class are:

1) Warming up

2) Class

3) Sharing



	COURSE SCHEDULE
(I reserve the right to change this schedule if I consider necessary)

This class works as a seminar. Learners at this class are in charge of the discussions.


	Week One



	

	8/29 and 8/31

	· Introduction to the course
Assignment No 1.-

· Read at Internet who was Gloria Anzaldua.
· Read at Internet who is Bernice Johnson Reagan

· Write a personal reflection: What does mean to you the concept of Women of Color?

	Week Two

	9/7          Introduction to the book: this bridge we call home.



	
	Be sure you have read the pages xiii to 21
Part Eighty- now let us shift…the path of conocimiento

Pages: 540- 568

Discussion at Class of the First Part of the book.


	Week Three

	9/12 and 9/14


	
	Continuing the discussion of “looking for my own bridge to get over”

Until this day we should be able to have clear the next following concepts:

México- USA- Some historical aspects.

The concepts around power relating with working class people.

Identity

Power

Human Construction of Knowledge

White Hegemonic Feminism

The Personal is Political
Voicing Chicana Thought

Coordination of Our First Workshop:

Recognize this: “We are Women of Color and more…”
                        Resisting the labels, Omissions

                   and Revisions Relating Women of Color

 


	Week Four

During these days you need to be sure you have organized a calendar of readings that helps you to cover the content of the first part of the book: this bridge we call home.
We will cover discussions until the page 284 by October-Wednesday 5th.

Organize your information.

Take your own notes.

Write “three new learnings”

Write your feelings while you read.

Write the questions that are not clear for you and bring them to class for discussion.

Look extra information at Internet about the authors of the book.

If they refer so much to another author that you don’t know look out about her at Internet- Example: Audre Lorde.

	Monday 19 and Wednesday 21-September

	
	Topics for discussion based in your book this bridge we call home.

“While This Bridge Called My Back displaced whiteness. This bridge we call home carries this displacement further”

This books questions the term white and women of color

How do you find these ideas in the book?

What was the intention of editing this book?

How is the narrative of the book?

What constitutes a “good writing”?

What topics the authors do write in the book? And how “put themselves into words”?
How do you connect with you own bridge?

How do you construct your own bridge to connect with others?
Be sure you have read-Page 34 Iobel Andemicael-Chameleon

The book mentions comments from teachers and why they like to use this book- Why?

Page 63-69

How is the voice of Jacqui Alexander? What does she says? What concrete examples she offers about the impact of the book this bridge …Page 81
What does she mention about The personal is political-page 100

Pages 89-97 talk about recognitions- How do you interpret these ideas?

What do you can say about interracial conflicts, reading pages 110-125 Gallina Ciega.


	Week Five

	Monday 26

	Wed  28
	Guest Speaker: Gwendolyn
Lecture about Gloria Anzaldua

First Interactive Workshop: Recognize this..
We are Women of Color and More- Resisting the labels, Omissions and Revisions Relating Women of Color

	Week Six

	October 3 and 5

	Monday
3
	What ideas we have read from Reem Abdelhadi and Rabab Abdulhadi page 165
What ideas about Chicanas we have read, pages 181-190.

What ideas we have read about Chinese-American voices- Asian voices- pages 208-222


	Wednesday 5 - SHORT PAPER DUE

	
	At the beginning of the course you wrote a personal reflection about Women of Color.

In this short paper you will develop how this perception has changed and in what aspects.
You need to use the new learning that you got from this book to write your arguments of these changes.

The paper is expected to include a brief summary of the discussions at class and workshop. This paper is more a reaction/reflection paper. It will be graded and it will reflect that you have read the most of the book until this part
Guideline for short paper:

Paper 4-5 pages double space typed and with bibliographic references

Select one of the following questions and refer to the class readings for support and ideas to enhance your short essay.
1) About what women of color write and theorize?

2) What have women of color contributed to discussions of ethnic identity and feminism?

	ASSIGNED READINGS FOR OCTOBER

WEEK SEVEN

OCTOBER 5

NO CLASSES- You need to start reading!

Submit your paper at my mail box- Elliot Hall 159 until 4:20 p.m.

Start reading your book The Latina’s Bible. Remember that this book is to discuss our understanding or misunderstanding about Latinas inside of the USA. Summarize in your own way the insights or discoveries that you got from this book. Be ready to share in small group.

OCTOBER 10 AND 12    Discussions about The Latina’s Bible
We need to discuss until Chapter Six- it means until page 175. You need to write a clear statement from each chapter about your interpretation of each one.

You need to write a response/report paper about these learnings from this book.

You need to decide how many pages you need write and this paper is DUE October 12 at class
OCTOBER 17 AND 19
Preparation for the Globalization Symposium at KSC

You need to read and learn at least from ten activists besides the mandatory readings around the world relating to your book .You need to write a report/response paper about this reading. This paper is due October 24 at class.
Mandatory activists: 

Noam Chomsky

page 25

Amy Goodman

page76

Asuf Ullah


page 96

Luis Sanchez


page 99

Cynthia P. Marentes

page 144

Jason Wallach


page 150

Vandana Shiva

page 167

Sonia Beatriz Lara

page 186

Couma Toure


page  216

Tsipi Mankovsky

page 256

OCTOBER 26: SECOND WORKSHOP: WE ARE WOMEN OF COLOR AND SO MUCH MORE: Guest Speaker Claudia Acevedo from Guatemala
Week Seven

	ASSIGNED READINGS FOR NOVEMBER.

We will close our course this month. For this reason we will turn back to the original idea of this class. We will evaluate together how the following concepts have been integrated in our class.

This class introduces learners to the major socio-historic and political events that have defined and are continuing to define Mexican American culture. The interdisciplinary approach is employed drawing from history, feminism from the third world, fiction, literature, ritual art-performance and video.

Among the questions we will examine, will be those concerning colonization, immigration, globalization, racism, sexism and representation.
Key questions: Who is Gloria Anzaldua?, About what do feminists of color theorize? What have feminists of color contributed to feminism? How do feminists of color deal with issues of sexuality?

Our reading assignments are concentrated in the book by la Chicana Aida Hurtado.

The key questions for this third part of the class are:

How colonization shapes identity of people, and how interferes with gender identity?

What are the meanings and consequences of globalization, immigration, racism, sexism and cultural representation in the life of Chicana women? ( and therefore women of color?) Why do you think the author focus her book in two words: sexuality and identity.
How do you can structure a final essay for this class with these intersections/interactions/questions?

FINAL ESSAY IS DUE DECEMBER 12-READING DAY AT MY OFFICE.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO WRITE YOUR PAPER!
Schedule:
Monday 7


reports about the Globalization Symposium

Wednesday 9


History of socio-economic aspects of Chicanos(as)

Monday 14 and 

Wed 16


Movie-Real Women Have Curves

Monday 28                              Report-Discussion of the book

Wednesday 30                        Report Discussion of the book

Monday 5


Fiesta Chicana- The ritual

Wednesday 7                          Evaluation, closing of the class

Monday 12


Final essay is due.
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