Tracy Mendham

Essay 4: Formal/Informal Tour de Force

Topic: In this essay, you must describe a specific way in which language, culture, or manners have changed in your lifetime, discuss the causes and effects of that change, and write present your views on it (such as whether or not this change is for the better).  The change that you describe must be documentable; that is, you must be able to point to specific examples of language, culture, or manners before and after this change.  The claim you make about this change must be complex and debatable.

Style: In this essay, I would like you to combine both formal and informal voice in the manner talked about in Chapter Nine of They Say/I Say (“’Ain’t So/Is Not:’ Academic Writing Doesn’t Mean Setting Aside Your Own Voice.”)  Make the essay scholarly and rigorous, but also be creative and have fun with it.  Make sure the real you comes across.

Tips: A particular—even narrow—focus will be key to success.  If you’re talking about a change in language, you could even focus in on the use of one word.  If you’re talking about manners, you could talk about the vanishing “thank you” note.  If you’re talking about culture, you could talk about how cell phones have changed our lives and the expectations that come with owning these devices.

Audience: Address college students who are less familiar with your topic and research than you are, adults who can be challenged a little by your material.

Sources: You will need six sources for this essay, at least:

· Two of your sources must be scholarly sources that discuss research relevant to your essay’s claim.  Internet sources are only acceptable if you’re using something like EBSCOhost. Use the user name and password you got in class.

· Two of your sources must be credible, authored articles from a print source, or from a publication which is available in print, even if you access it online (like Wired magazine or the New York Times). (Authored means that either: a) you can name the individual author, or b) it’s an editorial and you can explain how you know it’s an editorial.) 

· Two of your sources can be examples or primary texts: This means that if you’re talking about the appearance of profanity in network television, you might reference an episode of Dragnet and compare it to an episode of The Wire.  

Please print out at least the first page of any printable sources you use and hand them in with your essay. (This will not be possible for all the texts—some will not be print.)

Format: The same as always, one inch margins and 11 point font.  There are no minimum or maximum number of pages for the assignment; just write as much as you need to in order to make it a good essay. 

Cite sources in MLA format: put the author’s name either in the signal phrase or parenthetical citation, and put the page number if there is one in the parenthetical citation.  On a separate, last page of your essay, there must be list of Works Cited with an entry for every source referenced in paper; look up the correct way to format the entry for your particular type of source in Diana Hacker.

Peer/Instructor: When the peer draft is due, bring a first draft of the essay to class and a printout or copy of the first page of at least once source you plan on using. When the instructor draft is due, bring the final draft of the essay, and a printout or photocopy of at least the first page of any sources you use in the essay.  You must attach your peer draft and any peer review you've received.  If you would like your essay returned to you after the course is over, you can arrange to get it from me next term (I’ll be teaching College Writing II) or bring a self-addressed stamped envelope to class.

Grade Weight: This essay is worth 12% of your grade for the course. 







� Tour de force: A feat of exceptional strength or skill; a stroke of genius; sometimes a challenge undertaken because of its exceeding difficulty





